


CLIL: Your lesson plan
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	Topic/Lesson Title:[image: ]
Romania



	Aims/Goals or SWBATs (Students will be able to......)

· students will be able to point the country on the map of Europe
· student will be able to recognize the Romanian flag
· students will be able to reproduce some basic information about Romania
· students will be able to talk about Romania
· students will enrich their vocabulary
· students will enrich their understanding of cultural diversity through learning about different countries
· students will be able to reproduce a traditional Romanian dance




	Age group: 12 - 14




	Level: A2   (pre-intermediate / intermediate)




	Time (Lesson duration): 1 lesson (45 or 60 minutes)




	Materials:
-the Internet (for research)
- the blank map of Europe https://www.freeworldmaps.net/europe/blank_map.html
- you tube video of HORA (the traditional Romanian dance) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=44SjRwGRg_o
- template for the passport of Romania https://layers-of-learning.com/country-fact-sheet/




	Lead-in What’s going to happen here to introduce your students to the topic? Time 7min
Teacher gives Ss a blank map of Europe. Ss research on the Internet the flag and the position of the country on the map. They highlight the country and draw the flag.  
After that, they research the internet in small groups for the basic information on Romania to fill in the country’s passport.




	What can students predict or do to get started with the lesson? Time 5min
T asks Ss:
· What do you know about Romania? They brainstorm with the information they have found and noted down in the country’s passport.
· T shows the Ss some pictures /video about Romanian food, dance, famous people, landmarks and Ss get a worksheet with words such as: sarmale (traditional food), hora (traditional dance), Dragobete (a holiday of love), Bran castle (the alleged Dracula’s castle), Salina Turda (Romanian salt mine), Bucharest (capital city), famous people (Nadia Comaneci, Vlad Tepes, George Enescu, Petrache Poenaru) and they have to match them with their names (they first guess in pairs, then we check as a whole class). 




	What vocabulary could teachers focus on? What needs to be pre-taught? Time 3min
vocabulary of typical Romanian dishes (such as sarmale, ciorba, jumari, mititei, salata de vinete), Romanian landmarks and names of famous people.




	What kinds of texts can students listen to or read to deepen their knowledge? Time 15 min
Escape Room: Mystery in Transylvania, adapted for teenagers at the A2 English level.  

---READING

## **Escape Room: Mystery in Transylvania**  
**Scenario**: Students are explorers who have wandered into a mysterious castle in Transylvania. The doors have closed, and the only way to escape is to solve a series of language puzzles left by an unknown host.  

### **Organization**  
⏳ **Duration**: 20-25 minutes  
👥 **Group work**: 3-5 students per team  
📝 **Materials**: task sheets, envelopes with clues, props (if you want to enhance the atmosphere)  

---

## **How does the game work?**  
1. Each group receives the **First Puzzle** in a sealed envelope.  
2. When they solve the task, they receive a **Clue** leading them to the next puzzle.  
3. After solving **all 4 puzzles**, they find the key (a symbolic piece of paper with "You escaped!" written on it) and "exit" the castle.  

---

## **PUZZLES**  

### **1st Puzzle – Mysterious Message**  
✉ *Students receive a paper with a sentence written in scrambled letters and must arrange them correctly.*  

**Task:**  
✍ *Rearrange the letters to find a clue:*  
**IACTS SELAIVRNANT** (Correct answer: **CASTLE TRANSILVANIA**)  

🗝 **Clue after solving:** "Go to the table near the window to find your next clue."  

---

### **2nd Puzzle – Dracula's Code**  
✉ *Students receive a paper with a simple encrypted message where letters are replaced with numbers (A=1, B=2, etc.).*  

**Task:**  
🧐 Decode this message: **20 8 5 / 4 18 1 3 21 12 1 / 9 19 / 3 12 15 19 5**  
(🔑 Correct answer: **"THE DRACULA IS CLOSE"**)  

🗝 **Clue after solving:** "Look under the teacher’s desk."  

---

### **3rd Puzzle – Words in the Shadows**  
✉ *Students receive a text about Romania with missing words. They must fill in the blanks using the given options.*  

**Task:**  
🇷🇴 "Romania is a country in ______. Its capital city is ______. The most famous castle in Romania is ______, which is often linked to the legend of ______."  

Options:  
1. Europe / Bucharest / Bran Castle / Dracula  
2. Asia / Sofia / Peles Castle / Frankenstein  

(🔑 Correct answer: **1. Europe / Bucharest / Bran Castle / Dracula**)  

🗝 **Clue after solving:** "Check inside the bookshelf."  

---

### **4th Puzzle – Final Enigma: The Exit Code**  
✉ *Students must solve a simple crossword puzzle based on previous clues to discover the exit word (KEY).*  

**Task:**  
1. The country of Dracula? (**Romania**)  
2. The famous castle? (**Bran**)  
3. The capital city? (**Bucharest**)  
4. The creature in the legend? (**Vampire**)  

🔑 **The first letters of the answers form the word: R-B-B-V (Rearranged: KEY)**  

🗝 **Final clue:** "Congratulations! You found the key and escaped the castle!"  

---

## **Additional Elements for Atmosphere**  
- 🎵 Play eerie background music (e.g., sounds of rain and thunder).  
- 🕯️ Turn off the lights and use flashlights or LED candles.  
- 📜 Wrap the puzzles in old-looking paper or write them in a gothic font.  

---

This is a dynamic and fun activity that encourages teamwork and interactive use of the English language. 

---LISTENING      Time: 10min
Ss listen (without video, but a you tube video source of) the instructions for the HORA dance. They try to respond to the instructions. After that, they watch and listen and follow the instructions. 




	What kinds of questions can students answer from the listening or reading? How many should they answer?  What should they notice or analyze? Time 3min
· Write at least 2 names of famous people from Romania. 
· Write at least 2 names of places in Romania you would like to visit. 
· What is the name of the traditional Romanian dance?




	What will students speak about in pairs or in small groups? Time 2min
Talk to each other about what you like about Romania the most, and why. 
Present as a group to the other groups.




	What will students write about during class time or for homework? Time 5-10min
Students can write an acrostic poem about Romania (for homework), including some of the vocabulary or things that they have learned in class.



	What are other follow up (or homework) activities that can be included?
Ss make a video of either dancing the Romanian dance (and doing the instructions) or making a traditional Romanian dish (such as sarmale) with instructions.




	Other thoughts about this lesson plan:
The following lesson could focus on learning the traditional Romanian dance to the others, or making a traditional Romanian dish. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Another idea: Ss watch a trailer about grof Dracula, but not the whole video. They write the ending of the story. 
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